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A NEW ERA OF
CONTEMPORARY
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Seoul Metropolitan Ballet made history in 2024
as Korea's first and only public contemporary
ballet company. Built on expertise and flexibility,
it operates a production-centered system,
creating dynamic performances that highlight
choreographers, dancers, and their works.
Bringing together top artists from Korea and
beyond, the company redefines Korean ballet
with bold, thought-provoking pieces that capture
the spirit of our time. For artists, it opens new
opportunities; for audiences, it offers deeper,
more immersive experiences. The extraordinary
journey of Seoul Metropolitan Ballet begins now.
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The season dancers of Seoul Metropolitan Ballet— - =
driving the future of contemporary ballet in Korea with passion an

\ ~—
e -—




GULST
PRINCIPAL
DANCERS

O| A
TEIENE

slle] 4= WM MAIS SR B561n QY= RAIZARR Cf3talzo 224
MEAILe|cto| gl o 2 SHHgLCt

Seoul Metropolitan Ballet is proud to welcome renowned Korean dancers
from leading international ballet companies as guest principal artists.
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Kang Hyo-jung

Kang Hyo-jung, former Stuttgart
Ballet dancer and now a principal with
Vienna State Ballet, is known for her deep
interpretations and charisma, excelling

in both classical and contemporary works
by renowned choreographers such as Hans
van Manen and William Forsythe. She will
perform Under the Trees’ Voices by
Hue Yong-soon for Seoul Metropolitan
Ballet's 2025 season.
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Lee Sang-eun

Lee Sang-eun, the first Korean principal
dancer of Semperoper Dresden Ballet,

is now a lead principal with English
National Ballet. Renowned for her delicate
expression and exceptional technique,

she has captivated audiences worldwide in
both classical and contemporary works.
For Seoul Metropolitan Ballet's 2025 season,
she will perform in Johan Inger’s

Walking Mad.
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Choi Young-gyu

A principal dancer with Dutch National
Ballet, Choi Young-gyu seamlessly blends
classical and contemporary styles. Known
for his powerful presence and artistry, he
has performed works by various world’s
leading choreographers. A specialist in Hans
van Manen's repertoire, Choi will appear

in 5 Tango’s for the 2025 season of Seoul
Metropolitan Ballet.
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Inaugurated in 2024, Seoul Metropolitan
Ballet brings contemporary ballet to the
Korean audiences. Now in its second year,
it collaborates with top choreographers
worldwide, aiming to become a global hub.

DECADANCE

by Ohad Naharin
25.314—3.23
MNIZMM|O{E]

WALKING MAD & BLISS

by Johan Inger
2559—518
MIZMM|O1E]

NO MORE & 5 TANGO’S

by Ryu Hoi-woong & Hans van Manen
258.22—8.27
NIZMM|0{E

KAMMERBALLETT &
UNDER THE TREES’ VOICES

o

by Hans van Manen & Hue Young-soon
2510.30—11.2
NIZMM|O{E
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Ohad Naharin’s Decadance

Israeli choreographer Ohad Naharin,

the house choreographer of Batsheva Dance
Company, is renowned for his bold style and
fluid movement language. He developed Gaga,
a groundbreaking dance method that has
gained international acclaim.

Decadance features excerpts from Naharin's
most iconic works showcasing his innovative
choreography and the expressive power of
Gaga. Seoul Metropolitan Ballet's interpretation
presents a fresh arrangement, highlighting
Naharin's vision and the strength of its season
dancers for a truly unique stage experience.
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WALKING MAD
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Johan Inger’s Walking Mad & Bliss

Benois de la Danse-winning choreographer
Johan Inger joins Seoul Metropolitan Ballet for

a special collaboration. A former Nederlands
Dans Theater dancer and Cullberg Ballet artistic
director, Inger is known for blending classical
ballet with contemporary dance.

For the first time in Asia, Seoul Metropolitan
Ballet presents Inger's Walking Mad and Bliss in
a double bill. Walking Mad brings wit, humor, and
inventive staging, while Bliss enchants with fluid
movement and deep expressiveness, offering a
fresh take on contemporary ballet.
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5 TANGO’S
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Hans van Manen’s 5 Tango’s & Kammerballett
A living legend of contemporary dance,

Hans van Manen has been a resident
choreographer for both Nederlands Dans
Theater and Dutch National Ballet. Known for
his refined simplicity, structured elegance,

and bold use of color, he is often called the
“Mondrian of Dance.” His innovative, concise
choreography has shaped contemporary ballet
for over half a century. Seoul Metropolitan Ballet
presents the Asian premiere of 5 Tango’s,

Hans van Manen'’s masterpiece set to Astor
Piazzolla’s dynamic tango rhythms, blending
precision and elegance in ballet.

In 2024, the company also premiered
Kammerballett in Asia, leaving a lasting
impression on the audiences.
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Hue Young-soon's Under the Trees’ Voices
Germany-based choreographer

Hue Young-soon is currently a ballet master
at Dresden Semperoper Ballet and collaborates
with top ballet companies worldwide.
Premiered in 2024 by Augsburg Ballet, Under
the Trees’ Voices is a lyrical work set to the
evocative music of Italian composer Ezio
Bosso. With swift yet delicate movements, the
piece brings Bosso's melodies to life, offering
audiences a deeply immersive and poetic
experience.
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REVIVAL 25.8.22—8.27

NO MORE
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Ryu Hoi-woong’s No More

Choreographer Ryu Hoi-woong is gaining
recognition for his distinctive works that tackle
contemporary social issues with wit and
dynamic movement.

In No More, Ryu explores the exhaustion

and apathy of modern youth, brought to life
through live drum beats. Breaking free from the
monotony of daily life, the piece eruptsinto a
raw, electrifying expression of dance, earning
enthusiastic acclaim. For the 2025 season,

No More returns with even greater intensity,
delivering a powerful, high-energy performance
that will captivate the audiences.
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As Korea's one and only public contemporary
ballet company, Seoul Metropolitan Ballet made a
bold debut by premiering new works from world-
renowned choreographers and presenting the
Asian premieres of iconic pieces. Simultaneously,
it provided a dynamic platform for domestic
creators, marking a significant step toward the
global stage.
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Inaugural Performance

A Midsummer Night's Dream
2024.8.23—8.25

Sejong Grand Theater
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Seoul Metropolitan Ballet’s historic inaugural
performance featured the world premiere

of a full-length contemporary ballet created
specifically for a large-scale theater. Inspired by
Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, the
choreography blended intricate movement with
expansive stage design, lighting, and costumes
for a magical production. This debut marked a
promising first step for the company, expanding
its artistic horizons and earning widespread
acclaim.
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(Dance Critic Dan-bi Lee, Tﬁ; Korea Economic Daily)
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Until now, contemporary ballet in Korea was only presented by visiting
international companies, but this performance proved that

we can do it too—and do it very well. A truly meaningful first step.

(Tae-hoon Lee, Chosun llbo)
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to.the audience at the Sejong Center,

The harmony between the dancers’ movements and the direction created a film-like experience.

(Audience Review)
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Joo Jae-man

Choreographer Joo Jae-man, based in the
United States, is a resident choreographer with
New York Complexions Ballet and a professor at
Point Park University. Known for his innovative
works, he blends traditional ballet with diverse,
imaginative movement.

In Seoul Metropolitan Ballet's inaugural
performance, the world premiere of A
Midsummer Night’s Dream, Joo's visionary
choreography brought a symbolic, fantastical
element to the stage, showcasing the full
allure of contemporary ballet and offering the
audience a truly enchanting experience.
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KAMMERBALLETT
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RITARDSCENDO
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Double Bill Hans van Manen x Cha Jin-yeop
2024.10.9—10.12
Sejong M Theater
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Kammerballett (Choreography by Hans van
Manen), Ritardscendo (Choreography by
Cha Jin-yeop)

Seoul Metropolitan Ballet presents its first
internationally licensed work with the Asian
premiere of Kammerballett, a masterpiece by
the legendary choreographer, Hans van Manen.
Known for its refined color palette and bold,
restrained movements, the piece captivates
with timeless elegance.

The double bill also features Ritardscendo,

a new creation by Cha Jin-yeop, known for

her genre-defying approach and fearless
expression. This piece marks an important step
for Seoul Metropolitan Ballet as it continues its
global journey.
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Hans van Manen, an absolute icon in the dance world, has given dance its orlglnalﬁ/'
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Experience the sensation of escaping modernisociety’s pace, diving into the depths of water.
(Hae-won Lee, Koréa Economic TV)
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Hans van Manen

Aliving legend in contemporary dance, Hans van
Manen has served as resident choreographer
for both Nederlands Dans Theater and Dutch
National Ballet. Known for his refined simplicity,
clear structural choreography, and vibrant
costumes, he is often called “the Mondrian of
Dance.” His innovative and concise works have
become landmarks in the genre of contemporary
ballet, and over half a century later, they continue
to resonate with audiences across generations.
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Cha Jin-yeop

Cha Jin-yeop, artistic director of collective A
and professor at the Korea National University
of Arts, is known for pushing the boundaries
between genres and forms. Through her unique
artistic language, she creates multifaceted
works that explore new expressions.

In Ritardscendo, Cha focuses on movements
that evoke the natural beauty of the body

in harmony with nature. She reflects on the
meaning of “speed” in today’s world, portraying
abody in balance, dancing on the undulating
surface of the sea.
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Pre-Inaugural Performance
The Rite of Spring
2024.4.26 — 4.28

Sejong M Theater
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Rose (Choreography by Ahn Sung-soo),

No More (Choreography by Ryu Hoi-woong),
Bolero 24 (Choreography by Lee Lu-da)
Before its official inauguration, Seoul
Metropolitan Ballet presented a pre-inaugural
performance featuring three works that
reflect Korea's contemporary ballet scene.
Choreographers Ahn Sung-soo, Ryu Hoi-woong,
and Lee Lu-da, known for their innovative
approaches, showcased bold, imaginative
visions, offering a glimpse into a new era

of ballet.
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Ahn Sung-soo

Choreographer Ahn Sung-soo, former artistic
director of the Korea National Contemporary
Dance Company, is now the artistic director

of Ahn Sung-soo Pickup Group and a professor
at the Korea National University of Arts.
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Ryu Hoi-woong

Choreographer Ryu Hoi-woong is known

for distinctive works that explore societal
issues through witty perspectives and unique
movements.
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Lee Lu-da

Choreographer Lee Lu-da, who has led the
Black Toe Dance Company for over a decade,
is known for her striking mise-en-scéne.
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The Seoul Metropolitan Ballet’s rehearsal space on Nodeul Island ‘ ‘
blends the city’s vibrant energy with the tranquility of naturel w
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tel. 02 3991070
email. smb@sejongpac.or.kr

Join Seoul Metropolitan Ballet on its journey toward the ballet of today.
We look forward to your support and partnership.

For inquiries about sponsorship, collaboration, tours, and invitations,

please contact the Ballet Production Team at Sejong Center for the Performing Arts:
tel. +822 3991070

email. smb@sejongpac.or.kr
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